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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1. (currently amended) A method executing on a computer readable 
medium of providing a plurality of parameter values to an interface r e qu i r i ng th e plura li ty 
of param e t e r va l u es, the parameter values based upon data inputs including required 
data inputs^ and optional data inputs and locked data inputs , the method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving required data input values and specified optional data input values; 

performing a first set of predetermined functions to calculate data input values for 
non-specified optional data inputs; 

performing a second set of predetermined functions to calculate data values for 
locked parameters that the at least one of users and upstream computer programs are 
prohibited from altering: 

performing whoroin the calculations aro porformod i ndopondont of tho ordor of 
th e data i nputs without needing to predefine an order of calculation : 

structuring the predetermined functions to include at least one of conditional 
statements, loops, references to other parameters, function calls, execution of external 
software code, numeric expressions and constant values: 

using the calculated values for the non-specified optional data inputs and the 
values for the required data inputs and specified optional data inputs to determine at 
least some of the plurality of parameter values; and 
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providing the plurality of parameter values for use by the interface. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (original) The method according to claim 2 further comprising receiving 
values for at least some of the non-specified optional data inputs and using the 
calculated values and received values of the optional data inputs to determine some of 
the plurality of parameter values. 

4. (original) The method according to claim 2 further comprising providing an 
error indication if a value is input for any of the locked data inputs. 

5. (original) The method according to claim 1 wherein the required data 
inputs comprise user specified data inputs and predetermined stored data inputs and 
further comprising checking to ensure that all required data inputs are specified. 

6. (original) The method according to claim 5 further comprising providing an 
error indication if a value is not input for any of the user specified required data inputs. 

7. (original) The method according to claim 1 wherein the values of at least 
some of the required data inputs are provided from a computer program and further 
comprising confirming the entry of values for the required data inputs from the computer 
program. 
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8. (original) The method according to claim 1 wherein the plurality of input 
parameter values are used by an analysis program and wherein the step of providing 
the plurality of parameter values further comprises configuring the values for use by the 
analysis program. 

9. (original) The method according to claim 8 further comprising providing 
the predetermined functions as a component of a wrapped program for use with the 
analysis program. 

10. (original) The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of performing 
predetermined functions further comprises recursively performing the predetermined 
functions. 

1 1 . (original) The method according to claim 10 further comprising employing 
a branching structure for recursively performing the predetermined functions. 
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12. (currently amended) A method executing on a computer readable 
medium of providing a wrapped component as part of a software program, the wrapped 
component using data parameters to determine values for a plurality of inputs required 
by the software program, the method comprising the steps of: 

employing a plurality of data parameter types for use in determining the plurality 
of inputs , said plurality of data parameter types including required data inputs, optional 
data inputs and locked data inputs ; 

identifying the data parameters based upon parameter type; 

receiving values for at least some of the data parameters of a specific parameter 

type; 

calculating values for at least some of the data parameters of a specific 
parameter type using predetermined functions and i ndopondont of tho ordor of tho data 
paramotorc and tho ordor of function spoc i f i cat i on ; 

performing the calculations without needing to predefine the order of calculation: 

structuring the predetermined functions to include at least one of conditional 
statements, loops, references to other parameters, function calls, execution of external 
software code, numeric expressions and constant values: 

determining values for at least some of the plurality of inputs for use by the 
software program based upon the data parameter values; and 

providing the plurality of input values from the component to the software 
program. 
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13. (original) The method according to claim 12 wherein the step of 
calculating values comprises recursively using the predetermined functions to calculate 
the values. 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (original) The method according to claim 15 further comprising specifying 
at least some of the optional data parameters. 

17. (original) The method according to claim 16 wherein the step of 
calculating values for at least some of the parameters further comprises calculating 
values for optional data parameters not specified. 
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18. (currently amended) A method executing on a computer readable 
medium for determining the value of each of a plurality of parameters for use as an 
input file to a computer program, the parameters including required^ and optional and 
locked parameters, and the method comprising the steps of: 

determining the specific parameters to provide as part of the input file; 
receiving values for the required parameters and any optional parameter having 
a specified value; 

checking that values for the required parameters to be included as part of the 
input file are specified, and if not specified, providing an error indication; 

identifying optional parameters not specified to be included as part of the input 

file; 

calculating the value of each of the identified non-specified optional parameters 
and each locked parameter i nd e p e nd e nt of tho ord e r of tho paramotors ; and 

performing the calculations without needing to predefine the order of calculation; 

structuring the calculations to include at least one of conditional statements, 
loops, references to other parameters, execution of external software code, numeric 
expressions and constant values; and 

providing parameter values as part of the input file for use by the computer 
program. 

19. (cancelled) 
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20. (original) The method according to claim 19 further comprising providing 
an error indication for a locked parameter that is input. 

21. (original) The method according to claim 18 further comprising employing 
a recursive branching structure for calculating the identified non-specified optional and 
locked parameter values. 

22. (cancelled) 
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23. (currently amended) An interface executing on a computer readable 
medium for guiding a user to provide a data set to a complex computer program, and 
providing the data set to the complex computer program, the interface comprising: 

means for accepting input of at least one required user input from a user; 

means for accepting input of at least one optional user input from a user, and in 
the absence of an input of an optional user input, calculating a default input based upon 
a first predetermined formula using a recursive algorithm; and 

means for generating at least one locked input and using a second 
predetermined formula to calculate values for said locked input that at least one of usiers 
and upstream computer programs are prohibited from setting or overriding; 

performing said predetermined functions without needing to predefine an order of 
calculation; 

structuring said predetermined functions to include at least one of conditional 
statement, loops, references to other parameters, function calls, execution of external 
software code, numeric expressions and constant values; and 

means for providing the data set of inputs to the complex computer program. 

24. (original) The interface according to claim 23 wherein the predetermined 
formula for calculating the default input depends upon at least one mandatory user 
input. 

25. (cancelled) 
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26. (original) The interface according to claim 25 wherein the means for 
generating at least one fixed input comprises means for calculating the at least one 
locked input based upon at least one required user input. 

27. (original) The interface according to claim 25 wherein the means for 
generating at least one locked input comprises means for calculating the at least one 
locked input based upon at least one optional user input. 

28. (cancelled) 

29. (cancelled) 
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